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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,809,942,589.13. We’ve 
added $7,525,932,893,676.05 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, on June 2, 2015, 
I was absent for recorded votes #270 through 
#273 due to the passing of my mother. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were here: 

On Roll Call #270, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On Roll Call #271, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On Roll Call #272, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On Roll Call #273, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF ZNIN, 
POLAND 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a milestone in the long life of the 
City of Znin, Poland, of which I am proud to 
be an honorary citizen. June 3, 2015 marks 25 
years of local self-government for the nearly 
15,000 people of Znin. 

Znin, originating from the Polish word for 
harvest, is nestled on the river Gasawka in 
Poland. Though the region has been settled 
for far longer, the city itself is nearly 900 years 
old and was once a major town on the trade 
route known as the Amber Road. King Casimir 
the Great of Poland visited many times and it 
was also a favorite of bishops through the lat-
ter half of the 14th Century. Fires destroyed 
much of Znin in the later 15th Century, but the 
town was rebuilt and boasted the first windmill, 
orchards, breweries and businesses. The 17th 
and 18th centuries brought disease and more 
fires from which the town did not recover well. 
During the First Partition of Poland in the 
1770’s, Znin was annexed by Prussia. The 
town was liberated in 1794 through the 
Kosciuszko Uprising. It became part of the 
Duchy of Warsaw a few years later, but was 
returned to Prussia in 1815. The town’s econ-
omy developed through the 19th Century, with 
modern infrastructure and its population grow-
ing to 4,500 citizens. 

Znin’s residents successfully participated in 
the 1919 Greater Poland Uprising. A new town 
council was elected and Polish was reestab-
lished as the official language of the town’s 
nearly 5,000 residents. Between the two World 
Wars, the economy perked up once again and 
Znin boasted two colleges and both daily and 
weekly newspapers. 

On September 1, 1939, the Nazi Luftwaffe 
bombed Znin to start World War II. Nine days 
later, German troops overtook the town and 
once again Znin was wiped from the map of 
Europe. The Germans renamed the town and 
its streets, the children could not go to school 
and hundreds of people were deported or 
shot. 

After the war, with Poland under the brutal 
thumb of the Soviet Union as a result of the 
Yalta Conference, the people of Znin again 
faced repression and fear. Soviet industrializa-
tion brought development to Znin, but its citi-
zens were forced to live under the Soviet re-
gime while Poland was under the sphere of 
Soviet Communism. The people of Poland 
never gave up, though, and the ensuing dec-
ades saw uprisings as the people tried to lib-
erate themselves. Finally, a group of shipyard 
workers in Gdansk brought light to the people 
of Poland. Over the course of a decade be-
tween 1980 and 1989, Solidarity moved for-
ward culminating in the election of its leader 
Lech Walesa in 1990 and a free Poland. 

Thus, on its 25th anniversary of return to 
self-governance, the citizens of Znin look for-
ward. The fires of the past drive them forth, 
but the light of the future carries them to new 
possibilities. I am so pleased to stand with my 
compatriots in Znin as together we celebrate 
25 years of freedom. Naprzód! 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAWRENCE L. 
KITCHING, JR. AND TRUTECH 
HEATING AND COOLING 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Lawrence L. Kitching, Jr. and 
TruTech Heating and Cooling, the recipient of 
our 2015 District of Columbia Small Business 
of the Year award. The award is given to an 
outstanding D.C. small business every year at 
our annual Small Business Fair. 

TruTech Heating and Cooling is a small 
business that was founded by Lawrence L. 
Kitching. Through hard work, determination, 
knowledge of his craft and excellence in per-
formance, Mr. Kitching has grown his business 
significantly. Since opening in D.C. in 2012, 
TruTech Heating and Cooling has expanded 
its business into Maryland and Virginia. The 
business prides itself on quality craftsmanship, 
integrity and customer service. The techni-
cians and professionals at TruTech Heating 
and Cooling are well-trained. 

Mr. Kitching, a native Washingtonian and 
graduate of William McKinley Technical High 
School, learned heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning at Lincoln Technical Institute and 
received his diploma in 1997. After heading 
down the wrong path, Mr. Kitching decided to 
pursue a better life for himself and his son, 
and began working to improve his skills while 

in prison. After his release, he worked at a 
prominent air conditioning company in the 
D.C. area for seven years. Then, he boldly fol-
lowed his passion to become an entrepreneur 
and left his job to start his own company. Mr. 
Kitching and his company are certified by the 
North American Technician Excellence, and 
are recognized as professionals in the indus-
try. 

We are particularly proud that TruTech 
Heating and Cooling has provided such an es-
sential service to the members of our commu-
nity. Lawrence Kitching has succeeded in a 
tough, competitive business environment. In 
the process, he has become an inspiration not 
only to our local small businesses but also to 
anyone who has had a poor start in life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Lawrence L. 
Kitching, Jr. for recommitting himself to the 
pursuit of excellence and integrity and to 
TruTech Heating and Cooling, the District of 
Columbia 2015 Small Business of the Year. 
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HONORING LAKE WORTH DRAIN-
AGE DISTRICT AS IT CELE-
BRATES 100 YEARS OF OPER-
ATION 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Lake Worth Drainage District, 
which is celebrating its 100th Anniversary of 
providing water management services to the 
Palm Beach County community. 

For the past 100 years, the District has 
managed the surface water resources of 
southeastern Palm Beach County. Overseeing 
a complex system of 500 miles of canals and 
20 major water control structures, the Lake 
Worth Drainage District has continued to pro-
tect our lands from the dangers of both flood 
and drought. Their tireless efforts have not 
only met the demands of our evolving urban 
and agricultural communities, but also bol-
stered employment and business growth op-
portunities. The amount of time and effort the 
District and its employees have expended for 
the betterment of their community is truly ad-
mirable and exhibits a level of commitment 
worthy of recognition. With their support Palm 
Beach County has remained the Winter Vege-
table Capital of the United States. 

I happily congratulate the District and its 
employees on a century of hard work and 
dedication to the urban and agricultural com-
munity of South Florida. It is with great pleas-
ure that I honor them. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
CAROLYN SIMS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
honor the career and celebrate the retirement 
of a dedicated and tireless public servant, 
Carolyn Sims, who most recently worked as 
Precinct Administrator for County Commis-
sioner Gary Fickes of Tarrant County, Texas. 
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Carolyn was born in Dallas and built her ca-

reer of local service on a strong educational 
foundation. At the University of North Texas 
she earned her Bachelors in Business Edu-
cation and a Masters in Public School Admin-
istration, in addition to a vocational teaching 
certification and hours toward a counseling 
certification. After briefly beginning her profes-
sional life at a bank, she put her background 
to work in helping children. From 1973 to 1982 
she served as an 8th grade teacher in the Ir-
ving and Grapevine-Colleyville Independent 
School Districts, teaching vocational subjects, 
including typing, and also serving as a coun-
selor. Afterward, Carolyn worked for the latter 
as a volunteer coordinator. 

She then ran her own secretarial business 
for several years and became a mother to 
Trey and Kate. With that business experience 
in hand, in 1989, Carolyn became the presi-
dent of the Colleyville Area Chamber of Com-
merce, where she worked to advance the con-
cerns and success of local business for six 
years. Afterwards, she became president of 
the Arts Council of Northeast Tarrant County 
from 1995 to 2002. Seeing her record of serv-
ice, Texas Representative Vicki Truitt recruited 
Carolyn to serve as her chief of staff in Austin 
during the legislative session of 2003. Upon 
returning, she entered local government by 
becoming the director of marketing and public 
affairs for the Town of Westlake until 2006, 
and then worked into the next year as the ex-
ecutive director of the Northwest Independent 
School District Education Foundation. 

Finally, Carolyn’s record of leadership led 
her to becoming the Precinct Administrator, 
essentially a chief of staff role, for Tarrant 
County Commissioner Gary Fickes in 2007. In 
that position, she regularly worked with and 
served people from 17 cities. 

Her admirable history of service to the com-
munity, however, does not end with her pro-
fessional track. Carolyn is currently on the 
boards of the Tarrant County MHMR (pro-
viding practical help to people with mental 
health needs), the Northeast Tarrant County 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Northeast 
Leadership Forum. Over the years she has 
volunteered with and been an active partici-
pant in numerous civic organizations including: 
Community Enrichment Center, United Way, 
JPS, Southlake Toastmasters, Hugworks, Ro-
tary Club, Hill Country Bible Church, Austin 
Aggie Moms, Alliance for Children, Women’s 
Shelter, Metroport Cities Partnership, 
Southlake Business Women Organization, 
American Cancer Society, University of North 
Texas Alumni, and other Chamber of Com-
merce branches and school district education 
foundations. She has also had professional af-
filiations with Americans for the Arts, Texas Al-
liance for the Arts, Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, Texas Travel Industry Associa-
tion, North Hills Hospital Board, and the Texas 
Chamber of Commerce Executives. 

Suffice it to say, Carolyn loves to help oth-
ers through her organizations and community 
service, listening to their concerns, sharing job 
opportunities, and providing means of assist-
ance to those in need. She is the model of a 
citizen who dedicates her life to working hard 
for her neighbors. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in thanking 
Carolyn Sims for her years of service to 
Tarrant County, and various aspects of the 

community within it, and in celebrating her 
well-earned retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unable to vote on June 3, 2015, because of 
the death of a close friend. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

Roll Call #288—Aye 
Roll Call #289—Aye 
Roll Call #290—Aye 
Roll Call #291—Aye 
Roll Call #292—Aye 
Roll Call #293—Aye 
Roll Call #294—Aye 
Roll Call #295—Aye 
Roll Call #296—Nay 
Roll Call #297—Yea 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARGARET 
WUWERT’S LIFE OF SERVICE 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life’s work of Margaret Wuwert 
of Toledo, Ohio. After building the once-fledg-
ling Children’s Rights Council into the well-re-
spected organization it has become, Margaret 
recently was retired from the organization 
which bears her imprimatur. 

Margaret Wuwert joined the Children’s 
Rights Council in 1995 and was appointed as 
Chapter Leader in Toledo, Ohio. In just five 
years, by 2000 she had implemented one of 
the best Supervised Visitation/Access Centers 
in the United States. So many families have 
been able to visit their children at these visita-
tion/access sites. Margaret recruited and 
mentored many others to start sites in other 
communities. Always, with the goal of helping 
children and families, Margaret’s enthusiasm 
for her work has been boundless and infec-
tious. 

Margaret has also been an honored mem-
ber of the National Office in Washington, DC 
where her knowledge and experience have 
been much-valued at board meetings and con-
ferences. Her passion is clear, endless, and 
passed on to everyone who met her. 

With money often a concern in keeping sites 
open, Margaret ‘‘worked day and night trying 
to get grant money and many times she gave 
up her own salary in order to not close the 
doors to Children’s Rights Council’’ according 
to one of her colleagues. Working with the 
family court system, Margaret developed rela-
tionships with judges, CASA volunteers and 
community leaders to move forward the goals 
of the Children’s Rights Council. In her quiet 
and earnest way, Margaret was able to make 
the system of court ordered supervised visits 
work in the best way possible for children and 
parents. 

As a colleague she mentored noted, ‘‘The 
world is a better place because she cared 
about these children who had no way to see 

their other parent. There are not too many 
people like Margaret. If it were not for her. 
. . . life would be so much more com-
plicated.’’ 

Margaret Wuwert is a joyful soul who 
brought joy to families in tragic situations. 
Without her tireless efforts and dedication to 
her work, there would not be a Children’s 
Rights Council able to offer the help to fami-
lies it does today. For twenty years, Margaret 
Wuwert was the Children’s Rights Council. 
She leaves shoes impossible to fill, but a 
strong organization which is integral to the 
needs of families who find themselves in the 
court system. 

We thank Margaret Wuwert for her compas-
sion, her spirit and her unending efforts as a 
leader with the Children’s Rights Council. We 
wish for Margaret in retirement time to spend 
with those for whom she cares and doing that 
which she most enjoys. 

f 

HONORING THE AMERICAN 
LEGION, PASO DEL NORTE POST 58 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to rise today to recognize the American Legion 
Post 58 located in Northeast El Paso on Vul-
can Avenue, also known as the El Paso Del 
Norte Post. I am pleased to recognize them as 
a distinguished Veteran Services Organization 
in my district. 

As one of the largest VSOs in Texas, the 
Paso Del Norte Post’s engagement with our 
veteran community is exemplary. Several of 
the officers at this post serve or have served 
on national committees and commissions of 
the American Legion. In the fall of 2014, a 
team from the American Legion national orga-
nization visited El Paso and worked with the 
El Paso VA to provide medical care to vet-
erans in need. The visiting group of the Amer-
ican Legion, led by Verna Jones, Director of 
the Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Divi-
sion in Washington, D.C., also hosted a town 
hall at the El Paso Del Norte headquarters 
where over 400 veterans attended. 

Post 58 further provided accommodations to 
their national counterparts for four additional 
days to assist veterans through their ‘‘Veteran 
Crisis Command Center’’ where a team known 
as a ‘‘triage team’’ was available to help vet-
erans get access to the medical care they de-
serve. The American Legion Post 58’s com-
mitment to our community’s veterans is re-
markable and their team is comprised of dedi-
cated veterans who volunteer their time to 
serve fellow veterans. The American Legion in 
my district is currently led by Richard Britton. 
I thank him for his leadership. 

The American Legion Paso Del Norte Post 
58 is an asset to our veteran community and 
El Paso. I thank Post 58 for their commitment 
to honoring our veterans and for helping 
strengthen the bonds in the El Paso commu-
nity. 
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